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Introduction 
F R A Z E R  G. P O O L E  
THE SUCCESSFUL CHOICE of library furnishings 
requires a knowledge of many factors, including the functional re- 
quirements of the items concerned, the characteristics of the materials 
to be used in their manufacture, the measurements of human beings, 
the principles of good design, and the limitations of manufacturing 
methods and procedures, to name the more important ones. Few per- 
sons are familiar with all the details involved, but there is no question 
that a given item of furniture will be successful to the extent that all 
relevant factors are taken into consideration. 
In most instances, the selection of furnishings for a library must be 
a team effort in which the librarian plays a major role. No matter how 
well qualified the other members of the team, i.e., the architect, de- 
signer, purchasing agent, and manufacturer’s representative, the li-
brarian must assume ultimate responsibility for the success or failure 
of the furnishings and equipment of his building. 
The librarian need not be a designer, nor need he have a knowledge 
of manufacturing processes or the characteristics of materials. He must, 
however, have as much information as he can absorb about the function 
of every item of furniture and equipment to be installed in his build- 
ing. He should, in addition, know something about specification writ- 
ing, and about ways and means of determining the extent to which a 
given piece of equipment meets the specifications established for it. 
This issue of Library Trends is intended to provide some of the 
basic information the librarian needs if he is to play his part as a 
member of the furnishings team. In those instances, and they are 
numerous, where the librarian (perhaps with the aid of his purchasing 
agent) is the team, such information is all the more important. It 
is obviously impossible in a volume of this size to provide all the 
data needed, but each contributor has attempted to include as much 
practical information as possible on the functional requirements of the 
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library furnishings he discusses. In some instances, however, such 
information is not available and more than one contributor to this issue 
has mentioned to the editor the lack of tested data in a given field. 
The lack of suitable performance specifications is perhaps the most 
serious drawback to the successful purchase of many items of library 
furnishings and equipment, Such specifications, however, are very 
dficult to write. Moreover, this is a task in which, for understandable 
reasons, most manufacturers are but little interested. Thus, year after 
year sees a continuation of the typical “nuts and bolts” specifications 
written by individual suppliers to cover their own products. It is 
possible to write reasonably successful performance specifications for 
a few items, e.g., bracket-type steel bookstacks. Even here, however, 
additional investigation and engineering tests are highly desirable. 
Despite the general dearth of performance specifications, there are 
some useful measures of performance which, properly used, would 
make it possible for the librarian to be more certain of obtaining the 
quality of furniture he requires. Appendix I, following the article, “The 
Materials and Construction of Library Furniture,” and Appendices I 
and 11, following the article, “The Selection and Evaluation of Library 
Bookstacks,” are of this nature. 
In keeping with the policy of Library Trends, contributors to this 
issue have attempted to point out those trends and new developments 
that may be significant and of which librarians should be aware. One 
such trend in the general field of library furnishings is worth noting 
here. 
In an earlier day, most library furnishings (there were exceptions) 
were purchased from a catalog, usually from one of the dozen or so 
suppliers to the profession with whom every librarian was familiar. 
Today, although much furniture is still purchased in this manner, there 
is an increasing tendency for the architect to insist that he be permitted 
to design the furniture or, at the least, that he be allowed to assist in 
its selection. The reason, of course, is obvious-the architect wants 
to be assured that the furnishings will complement the building he 
has created. 
This attitude is understandable, but the trend has implications that 
may create problems for the librarian. First, some architects are not 
sufficiently aware of the functional requirements of library furnishings 
or are inclined to sacrifice function for aesthetics. In either case, unless 
the librarian himself is fully knowledgeable and can guide the archi- 
tect in his thinking, the results of custom design are almost certain 
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to be unsatisfactory in one or more instances. Second, custom designs, 
properly executed, are generally more costly than standard designs, 
and since this usually means a change in production for the manu- 
facturer of a standard line, the number of bidders is likely to be sharply 
reduced. A third result of the trend toward involvement of the archi- 
tect in furniture design is the increasing tendency to select furnishings 
from the so-called “high style” lines rather than from standard lines. 
Again, this can result in higher costs. 
Furniture designed by the architect, or selected by the architect 
to complement his building design, if functionally correct, is almost 
certain to make the new library a much more attractive and effective 
structure. However, the librarian must share, with others of the design 
team, responsibility for knowing the functional requirements of the 
furnishings for his building, Where necessary, he must insist that these 
requirements be satisfied. 
We hope that this issue of Library Trends will help librarians in 
these important aspects of planning new buildings. 
